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Understanding Wakatipu High School Homestay Costs 
Wakatipu High School is located in Queenstown, New Zealand, a globally renowned tourist 
destination. This unique location significantly influences the cost of living, including homestay 
accommodation. While homestay fees here may appear higher than in other parts of New Zealand, 
several factors contribute to this difference, mirroring trends seen in other high-demand, scenic 
international locations. 
 
Key Factors Contributing to Higher Homestay Costs: 

1. High Cost of Living in Queenstown: Queenstown consistently ranks among the most 
expensive places to live in New Zealand. This is primarily driven by: 

o Premium Real Estate & Competitive Housing: Property values and rental costs are 
exceptionally high due to the area's desirability as a tourist and lifestyle hub. The 
median rent in Queenstown is significantly higher than the national average. This 
directly impacts the costs for host families providing accommodation, as their own 
housing expenses are elevated. The market is highly competitive due to: 

 Limited Housing Supply: The unique geography, surrounded by mountains 
and a lake, restricts urban development and the availability of new housing. 

 Intense Competition for Accommodation: A substantial portion of available 
housing is often converted into more lucrative short-term holiday rentals 
(like Airbnb), further reducing the supply of long-term rentals for residents 
and workers. This creates intense competition and drives up rental prices for 
everyone. 

 Competition for Host Families: Wakatipu High School competes for 
potential homestay families not only with the general high cost of living but 
also with other educational institutions, such as language schools in 
Queenstown, and with the significant demand for affordable short-term 
accommodation from migrant and seasonal workers. These groups also seek 
available rooms, adding pressure on the limited housing pool suitable for 
homestays. 

o Higher Costs for Goods and Services: Due to Queenstown's relatively remote 
location compared to larger New Zealand cities like Auckland or Christchurch, the 
costs for everyday goods and food can be higher. This is largely attributable to 
increased freight and transport expenses incurred to bring supplies into the region. 
This elevated cost of living impacts host families' household budgets directly. 

o Strong Tourism Economy: A robust tourism sector drives up demand for all services 
and resources, which translates into higher prices for goods and services across the 
board. 
 

2. Impact of High Costs on Homestay Providers: Given the overall high cost of living in 
Queenstown, including elevated housing expenses and the increased price of goods and 
services, homestay families themselves face higher personal and household expenditures. To 
ensure they can continue to provide a comfortable home, nutritious meals, and a supportive 
environment for international students, the homestay fees must adequately compensate 
them for these increased costs and for their time and resources. 
 

3. Quality of Accommodation and Support: The homestay program at Wakatipu High School is 
committed to providing high-quality, safe, and supportive environments for international 
students. This includes: 
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o Vetted Host Families: Host families undergo rigorous screening processes and and 
are compensated to ensure they can provide a comfortable home, nutritious meals, 
and a supportive family environment. 

o Comprehensive Support: The fees also contribute to the administrative costs of 
managing the homestay program, including student welfare support, emergency 
assistance, and ongoing communication with families and agents. 
 

4. Comparison to Global High-Value Destinations: The situation in Queenstown is comparable 
to other international destinations that are highly sought after for their natural beauty, 
recreational opportunities, and exclusive appeal. 

o Aspen, Colorado (USA): Known for its world-class skiing and luxury tourism, Aspen 
faces extremely high property values and a cost of living that far exceeds other parts 
of Colorado or the United States. Accommodation, even for long-term residents, is 
premium. 

o Other Examples: Many island nations or cities with unique geographical constraints 
(e.g., Monaco, parts of Switzerland, certain coastal Australian towns) experience 
similar dynamics where desirability and limited space drive up costs significantly. 
 

In essence, the homestay fees at Wakatipu High School reflect the premium nature of its location in 
Queenstown, offering students not just an education but an immersive experience in one of the 
world's most beautiful and vibrant, albeit expensive, settings. The costs ensure a high standard of 
living and support within this unique environment. 
 


