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NEW ZEALAND EDUCATION SYSTEM and TEACHING STYLE

NEW ZEALAND EDUCATION SYSTEM

APPROXIMATE AGE 5(6(7(8|9]10 11 12 13 | 14 15 16 17
YEAR LEVEL 112(3|4|5]| 6 7 8 9 |10 11 12 13
SCHOOL TYPE PRIMARY SCHOOL | INTERMEDIATE SECONDARY SCHOOL
NZ QUALIFICATIONS National Standards Testing NCEA1 | NCEA2 | NCEA3

New Zealand's teaching style is often quite different from what many international students are
used to, emphasizing a more student-centred, interactive, and independent learning approach.

e Active Participation is Expected: Unlike some systems where students might primarily listen
and take notes, New Zealand classrooms encourage active involvement. You'll be expected
to ask questions, contribute to discussions, share your opinions, and participate in group
work. Speaking up shows engagement.

e Teacher as a Guide/Facilitator: Teachers in New Zealand are often seen more as guides or
facilitators rather than strict authorities who simply deliver information. They aim to help
you develop critical thinking, problem-solving skills, and self-directed learning. This
might mean a more relaxed relationship with your teachers.

e Focus on "Real-World" Application and Practical Skills: There's a strong emphasis on
applying what you learn to real-world situations and developing practical skills. This can
involve hands-on activities, projects, field trips, and a move away from rote memorization.

¢ Independent Learning is Key: You'll be expected to take responsibility for your own learning.
This includes managing your study time, doing independent research, preparing for lectures
and tutorials, and proactively seeking help when needed. Teachers won't constantly check if
you've completed readings or assignments; it's your responsibility to keep up.

e Diverse Assessment Methods: Beyond traditional exams, you'll likely encounter a variety of
assessment methods, including essays, presentations, reports, case studies, individual and
group projects, and field/lab work.

For international students, adapting to these differences might take some time. It's encouraged to

actively engage, ask questions, utilize available support services, and embrace the more
independent and interactive learning style.
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